ORTHODOX PATRIARCHAL CONVENT

OF VIRGIN MARY SAINT-NAIA

A BRIEF HISTORIC NARRATION
OF THE GENERAL PATRIARCHAL CONVENT
OF VIRGIN SAINT NAIA

Saint Naia is a Syrian word, arising from the
world (Santa Virgin) which has another meaning in the
same language (Saint-hunting-Dnaga- a hunting place).

In the Convent there 1s an icon of the Virgin, one
of the four ones painted by the Evangelist Lukas. They
call it Heagoura in Syrian language. The glorious,
famous and well known Heagoura, in the Arabic
language.

There are other precious icons of the Virgin as
well as of other saints of the V, VI and VII b.C.
century.

This convent is Orthodox and it belongs to the
Patriarchate of Antiohia whose base is in Damascus,
where more than 50 nuns are living here with the

mother-superior.

The convent has properties in Syria and Lebanon.

A holly pilgrimage for thousands of Christians
pilgrims, especially the 8" September of each year,
when the birthday of the Virgin is celebrated. This
convent is situated in a very high mountain of the
Syrian Village Saint Naia. It has a big library rich of
handwritings of precious value which witness that the
convent was built the year 547.

It is believed that by that time the emperor of
Byzantine Iustinianos passing by Syria with his
soldiers on his way to a battle against the Persians, he
arrived at a desert area and stopped to have some rest,
drink water and give water to their horses. Suddenly,
in front of the emperor a deer appears and he ran after

it to hunt it.






